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Abstract

Inscribed in the body of research on the health architecture, the
definition of conceptions of architecture, fulfilling the role of ‘aid’
proposed under the sign of charity, philanthropy and service, is at
the heart of this paper. It's proposed to highlight the architectural
design, considering the intertwining of these two fields of knowl-
edge: architecture and health, the historical trajectory of hospitals,
either in physical and functional aspects, aesthetic, medical and
scientific, technological, geographical, socio-cultural, political or
economic. We should also understand the Assistance Architecture
in the context of its funders and designers, be they monarchs,
architects, doctors, patrons, philanthropists and institutions, ac-
centuating the transits between Brazil and Portugal in the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries and dialogue with researchers from
other territorial domains. This paper, which presents the results
of IV ENANPARQ Session, is part of the Research Group “Health
and City: architecture, urbanism and cultural heritage”, registered
in the National Research Council - CNPq (Brazil), gathering re-
searchers from the Federal University of Para and the Oswaldo
Cruz Foundation (FIOCRUZ) and aims to continue the Internation-
al Colloquium Luso-Brazilian of Assistance Architecture from the
Modern Age to the contemporaneity: spaces, functions and actors,
held in November 2015 in Lisbon, integrating in this session the
Federal University of Alagoas. As part of the research conducted by
this group, research on health architecture were extended, gain-
ing new contours with the inter-institutional dialogue in Brazil and
Overseas, covering the health care of the population of general
and their specificities as the institutionalization of assistance to
workers’ health, always based on the materiality oh Architecture,
in which aesthetic and technical aspects are added to the sociocul-
tural demands.

Keywords: assistance architecture, health heritage, hospital
models.

Resumo

Inscrita no corpo das investigagdes sobre a arquitetura da saude,
a definicdo de concepgdes da Arquitetura, cumprindo o papel de
‘auxilio” proposto sob o signo da caridade, da filantropia e da as-
sisténcia, constitui o cerne deste artigo. Propde-se destacar o pro-
jeto de arquitetura, considerando o entrelagamento desses dois
campos de saber: arquitetura e saldde, na trajetéria histérica da
instituicdo hospitalar, seja em aspectos fisico-funcionais, estéti-
cos, médico-cientificos, tecnoldgicos, geograficos, socioculturais,
politicos ou econémicos. Cumpre ainda compreender a Arquitetu-
ra assistencial no contexto de seus financiadores e projetistas, se-
jam eles monarcas, arquitetos, médicos, mecenas, filantropos ou
instituicGes, acentuando os transitos entre Brasil e Portugal, nos



séculos XIX e XX e o didlogo com pesquisadores de outros domi-
nios territoriais. Este artigo, que apresenta os resultados da ses-
sdo que compos o IV ENANPARQ, faz parte do Grupo de pesquisa
“Saude e Cidade: arquitetura, urbanismo e patriménio cultural”,
registrado no Conselho Nacional de Pesquisa — CNPq (Brasil), re-
unindo pesquisadores da Universidade Federal do Para e da Fun-
dagdo Oswaldo Cruz (FIOCRUZ) e busca dar continuidade ao Col6-
quio Internacional Arquitetura assistencial luso-brasileira da Idade
Moderna a contemporaneidade: espagos, fungdes e protagonistas,
realizado em novembro de 2015 em Lisboa, em cooperagao entre
a Universidade Federal do Pard, a Universidade de Lisboa e a Uni-
versidade Lusiada, integrando neste painel a Universidade Federal
de Alagoas. No ambito das pesquisas realizadas por esse Grupo,
as investigagOes sobre a arquitetura da salide ampliaram-se, ga-
nhando novos contornos com o didlogo interinstitucional, no Brasil
e Além-Mar, abrangendo a assisténcia a saude da populacdo de
um modo geral e suas especificidades como a institucionalizagao
da assisténcia a saude do trabalhador, sempre entendidas a partir
da materialidade da Arquitetura, em que aspectos estéticos e téc-
nicos somam-se as demandas socioculturais.

Palavras-chave: arquitetura assistencial, patriménio da saude,
modelos hospitalares, intercambios culturais.

Resumen

Inscrita en el cuerpo de investigacion sobre la arquitectura de la
salud, la definicién de los conceptos de la arquitectura, el cum-
plimiento de la funcion de “ayuda” propuesto bajo el signo de la
caridad, la filantropia y servicio, esta en el corazén de este arti-
culo. Se propone destacar el disefio arquitecténico, teniendo en
cuenta la interrelacion de estos dos campos del conocimiento: la
arquitectura y la salud, la trayectoria histdrica del hospital, ya sea
en aspectos fisicos y funcionales, estéticas, médicas y cientificas,
tecnoldgicas, geogréficas, socio-culturales, politicos o econdmica.
También hay que entender la arquitectura de atencion en el con-
texto de sus patrocinadores y disefiadores, ya sean monarcas,
arquitectos, médicos, clientes, filantropos e instituciones, acen-
tuando los transitos entre Brasil y Portugal en el siglo XIX y XX y
el didlogo con investigadores de otros ambitos territoriales . Este
articulo, presenta los resultados de la sesién que componian el
IV ENANPARQ, forma parte del Grupo de Investigacion “Salud de
la Ciudad: la arquitectura, el urbanismo y el patrimonio cultural”,
registrada en el Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas
- CNPq (Brasil), la integracion de investigadores de la Universi-
dad Federal de Para y la Fundacion Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz) y de
busqueda para continuar la arquitectura Coloquio Internacional
luso-brasilefia de la salud de la edad moderna a la contempora-
nea: espacios, funciones y actores, que se celebré en noviembre
de 2015, en Lisboa, en colaboracion con la Universidad Federal de
Para, la Universidad de Lisboa y el Lusiada Universidad, la inte-
gracion de esta Panel de la Universidad Federal de Alagoas. Como
parte de la investigacion llevada a cabo por este grupo, la inves-
tigacion sobre la arquitectura de la salud se ampliaron, ganando
nuevos contornos con el didlogo inter-institucional en Brasil y en
el extranjero, que cubre el cuidado de la salud de la poblacion
de general y sus especificidades como la institucionalizacion de
la asistencia a la salud de los trabajadores, siempre entendido a
partir de la materialidad de la arquitectura, en la que se agregan
los aspectos estéticos y técnicos a las demandas socioculturales.

Palabras-clave: arquitectura de la salud, la herencia de la salud,
modelos de hospitales, los intercambios culturales.



Narrating the origins

We will present the beginning of our participation
in health studies, bringing together paths that
start from academic projects based at the University
of Alagoas, as well as through Rede Brasil: Patrimoénio
da saude (Brazil Network: Heritage of health), coordi-
nated by FIOCRUZ, involving the authors of this text
in personal and scientific plans.

The investigations on Assistance Architecture at the
Federal University of Alagoas followed the journey of
Marcia Monteiro started in 1989 with the extension
project UFAL's Architecture Office at the Severiano da
Fonseca General Hospital (former Sanatorium), in Ma-
ceid, created by professor Lucia Leimback, to which the
architect Sandra Cavalcanti and the professor Patricia
Melro joined. This hospital with pavilion typology, loca-
ted in the upper part of the city, in the neighborhood of
Farol, was inaugurated in 1947, integrating the heal-
thcare infrastructure of the National Campaign of the
League against Tuberculosis in Brazil. With the advent
of antibiotics and ambulatory therapeutics and the re-
duction of admissions, it lost its original isolation func-
tion, becoming a medium-sized general hospital. In
the 80 of the twentieth century, it had 200 beds, made
possible by the new medical services.

At the beginning of the office in 1989, the institution,
known as Sanatorium, which gave its name to the
neighborhood, operated precariously. Many patients,
abandoned by the family, remained as hospital resi-
dents, reinforcing the stigma of isolation and social ex-
clusion, mirroring the poverty and neglect of the most
vulnerable population. The project aimed to moder-
nize and humanize their spaces to print a new image
and attract patients. With the retirement of Professor
Lucia Leimbeck, Marcia Monteiro took over the coordi-
nation of the office, wherein the learning opportunity
in the hospital area attracted students from UFAL and
the Federal Technical School (ETFAL). Therefore, Mon-
teiro specialized in Hospital Administration by the Sao
Camilo University (SP), initiate studies on hospitals in
Maceié, and attend congresses in Sdo Paulo, where
she met the architect Jarbas Karman, authority in the
matter.

In 1992, she was invited to make projects for the
Foundation of the Sugar and Alcohol Agroindustry of
Alagoas, known as the “Hospital do Acgucar” (Sugar
Hospital) of Alagoas, also located in the neighborhood
of Farol, an experiment that lasted until 1997. The
building was inaugurated in 1957, with the project



of the architect Manoel Messias de Gusmao, and was
built by mill owners, sugar cane suppliers and planters
allied to the Instituto do Acgucar e do Alcool” (IAA)
(Sugar and Alcohol Institute) in order to assist the
health of workers in the sugarcane economy. This hos-
pital had 550 beds in wings for individuals and cove-
nants, among them those of the Foundation-Hospital,
with differentiated assistance by category of worker,
and wings for Sistema Unico de Saude (SUS) (Unified
Health System) care, coming from the quotas of the
IAA transferred to the Ministry of Health, after its ex-
tinction, in 1990.

From these experiences at the Sugar Hospital and for-
mer Sanatorium, the architect extended the research
focus, which revealed health care intertwined with la-
bor relations for the system and the context of pu-
blic health in the country. She furthered her studies
with doctoral research on hospitals, emphasizing the
North American model of the Districtal Hospital, which
inspired the Alagoas hospital project, resulting in the
thesis “Salde & Acgucar: Historia, economia e arqui-
tetura do Hospital do Aclcar de Alagoas, 1950-2000”
(Health & Sugar: History, Economy and Architecture
of the Alagoas Sugar Hospital, 1950 - 2000), guided
by the historian José Jobson de Andrade Arruda, in the
post-graduation in Economic History of FFLECH-USP
between 1997 and 2001.

Later, Marcia Monteiro was invited by the Historical
and Geographical Institute of Alagoas (IHGAL) to wri-
te a book on the history of health in the State, who-
se research focused on the Imperial period, having
as sources documents of Presidents of the Province,
Collections of laws and newspapers, besides the work
Oswaldo Cruz Monumenta Histérica, which is about
the 100 years of public health services in Brazil, star-
ting from the arrival of the Royal Family. This research
resulted in the book “A saude em Alagoas no Brasil
Império: caminhos e descaminhos” (Health in Alagoas
in Brazil Empire: Paths and Misplaces), published by
IHGAL in 2004, with the participation of Professor Fer-
nando Antonio Gomes de Andrade (UFAL) and reedi-
ted by Edufal, in 2013, under the title “A salde publica
em Alagoas no Brasil Império: caminhos e descami-
nhos” (Public health in Alagoas in Brazil Empire: Paths
and Misplaces).

Between 2007 and 2010, in technical cooperation at
the Federal University of Sao Paulo (UNIFESP), she
taught disciplines at the Department of Preventive
Medicine, where she studied about the SUS and the
elderly population, for which she elaborated housing



and villages projects, besides the headquarters of the
Center for Aging Studies and the Open University of
the Third Age, associating assistance, coexistence, re-
search and extension.

Other publications join the trajectory: the article “Ho-
mens da cana e hospitais do aclUcar: uma arquitetura
da saude no Estado Novo” (Men from sugarcane and
sugar hospitals: an architecture of health in the New
State) published in Manguinhos Magazine (2011) and
the book “Hospital do Acucar de Alagoas: arquitetura
e assisténcia a saude: 50 anos de histéria” (Alagoas
Sugar Hospital: architecture and health care: 50 years
of history), published by Edufal (2015), contextuali-
zing the conditions of life and health of the population,
in the 1950s and the Alagoas Sugar Hospital from its
conception until the 2000s.

The first moment in which Cybelle Miranda joined the
research on Assistance Architecture occurred when,
in 2009, she was invited with Professor Jane Felipe
Beltrdo to integrate the team of Belém in the Brazil
Network: National Inventory of Cultural Heritage of
Health: buildings and collections, which is part of the
priority actions defined in the scope of the Latin Ameri-
can Network of History and Cultural Heritage of Health,
created in 2005, an initiative coordinated by the Mi-
nistries of Health of Brazil and Chile, House of Oswal-
do Cruz (Fiocruz) and BIREME -OPAS, from which she
participated with the Patrimony of / in Health project
in Belém-Para. The general coordination of Brazil Net-
work was in charge of the Architect Renato da Gama
-Rosa Costa and the Historian Gisele Sanglard.

This first initiative allowed the elaboration of 23 sheets
referring to buildings aimed at health in the city of
Belém, Para, among which were studied active insti-
tutions as well as missing examples on the landscape.
Thus, the dialectical perspective between memory and
forgetfulness has become essential to characterize the
valuation of health architecture as patrimony.

Continuing this first activity, Miranda obtained support
from CNPq for the project "Memodria e Cidade: Itinera-
rios da Saude na Belém Colonial e Imperial” (Memory
and City: Health Itineraries in Colonial and Imperial
Belém), developed between 2011 and 2013. The pro-
ject counted with the partnership among members of
the Postgraduate Program in Architecture and Urba-
nism (PPGAU) in conjunction with Professor Jane Fe-
lipe Beltrao of the Postgraduate Program in Anthro-
pology and Archeology (PPGA) and Professor Marcio
Couto Henrique of the Postgraduate Program in Social



History of the Amazon (PPGHIS), all of them situated
in UFPA, being located in the Laboratory of Memory
and Cultural Heritage (LAMEMO/FAU). Featuring the
research network is Professor Fernando Jorge Artur
Grilo and the researcher Joana Maria Balsa Carvalho
de Pinho, at the Institute of Art History of the Uni-
versity of Lisbon, besides of the Master Architect and
Urbanist, active in the city of Porto, Silvana Cassia
Miranda Ferreira.

In 2013, the study of the architecture of the health
buildings in Belém was continued with the project
“Classicismo nos Hospitais da Misericérdia e da Be-
neficéncia na 22 metade do século XIX: transito entre
Brasil e Portugal” (Classicism in the Hospitals of Mercy
and Beneficence in the second half of the nineteenth
century: transit between Brazil and Portugal), still in
progress. As a result of the analyzes carried out in
the previous research, the predominance of imperial
classicism as a style used in hospitals was a factor
that was feed by the relationship with Portugal. Thus,
a new way of investigation opens, that can unravel
the relations between the Portuguese institutions and
those implanted in the imperial Belém. Also in 2013,
Miranda joined the Lusophone and European Center
of Literature and Cultures of the University of Lisbon
(CLEPUL), when the Research Office “Misericordias e
Instituicdes similares: assisténcia, patrimonio e cultu-
ra” (Mercies and similar institutions: assistance, heri-
tage and culture) was created.

The International Colloquium Luso-Brazilian “Assistan-
ce architecture: from the Modern Age to the contem-
porary: spaces, functions and protagonists” occurred
on November 9 and 10, 2015, was organized by part-
ner institutions in the investigation of the Heritage of
health, gathering communications that contemplate
the understanding of the Assistance architecture, in the
context of the Luso-Brazilian space, providing a global
and multidisciplinary approach with the characteriza-
tion of the various architectural typologies associated.

The organization of this event was made up by resear-
chers linked to the ARTIS -Institute of Art History of
the Faculty of Letters) of the University of Lisbon and
to the Research Office Mercies and similar institutions:
assistance, heritage and culture (CLEPUL), both from
the University of Lisbon, the CITAD Research Center of
the Lusiada University and the research group “Health
and City: Architecture, Urbanism and Cultural Herita-
ge”, registered at CNPq (Brazil), integrating resear-
chers from the Federal University of Para (UFPA) and



the Foundation Oswaldo Cruz (FIOCRUZ). This event
aimed to disseminate to society the results from whi-
ch it is possible to intervene effectively in the preser-
vation and rehabilitation of the heritage assets of the
Mercies and other philanthropic entities, which concern
to health protection in Portuguese-speaking countries.

Twenty-four papers were selected, covering subjects
that include institutions such as the Mercies, Sanato-
riums, Psychiatric Hospitals, and other specialties in
Portugal and Brazil.

Focusing on themes developed in
the field of architecture and
urbanism in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries

Health Heritage

Renato da Gama-Rosa Costa, researcher at the House
of Oswaldo Cruz, addresses the issue of the modern
health heritage and the challenges for its valorization,
emphasizing the example of Rio de Janeiro (2009). It
reports on the, still recent, trajectory of the apprecia-
tion of the architectural collection of health, especially
the modern one, which has gained prominence sin-
ce 2004 at the Meeting of DOCOMOMO held in Fran-
ce, during the first day dedicated to the history and
rehabilitation of built sanatoriums between the Great
World Wars. It highlights the movement in Latin Ame-
rica, led by the actions of Brazil Network, and the dif-
ficulties in including the buildings built between the
30s and 50s of the 20th century in the classified goods
lists, due to the no attribution of these as part of mo-
dern architecture (COSTA, 2009).

The author concludes that, from the first inventory
carried out in the Midwest, South and Southeast ca-
pitals, modern projects are concentrated in the name
of a few architects such as Jarbas Karman, in Goia-
nia; Rino Levi and Oswaldo Bratke in Sao Paulo, Paulo
Motta in Floriandpolis and Raffaello Berti in Belo Hori-
zonte, as well as Jorge Moreira Machado in the Clinic’s
Hospital in Porto Alegre and Oscar Niemeyer in the
Hospital Prof. Edmundo Vasconcellos in Sdo Paulo.

According to Renato Costa, the production of the 30s
and 40s in Rio de Janeiro is marked by projects de-
veloped by the teams of the Federal District City Hall,
the Institutes for Retirement and Pension (IAPs), the
Special Public Health Service (SESP), the Work Divi-
sion of the Ministry of Health and the National Cam-
paign against Tuberculosis (CNCT).



From the 50s, the author notes an aesthetic maturity
in conceptions, with a clear reference to Le Corbusier,
with an apparent structure, a free plant, the idea of a
prototype, generating the possibility of industrial re-
production. Examples include the Curicica Sanatorium
of Sergio Bernardes, the Lagoa Hospital of Niemeyer
and Helio Uchoa, and the University Hospital of the
University of Brazil of Jorge Machado Moreira.

This is due to the protagonism of the architects in the
conceptions of design, previously outlined mainly by
medicine doctors, having as a landmark the Course
of Hospital Planning promoted by the Institute of Ar-
chitects of Brazil, section of Sdao Paulo, in 1953. The
parties oscillated between the Model pavilion in the
Sanatorium and the vertical monoblock in the other
examples, using architectonic and constructive solu-
tions pertinent to the context of the time.

During the I ENANPARQ (2010), eight communica-
tions were presented at the Thematic Symposium “Ar-
chitecture and Health, History and Heritage, Network
Experiences”, coordinated by Renato da Gama-Rosa
Costa. Highlighting hospitals in the Northeastern re-
gion, we have the texts “"The Influence of Districtal
Hospital (EUA) at Sugar Hospitais in Brazil” by Mar-
cia Monteiro, in which the author addresses the Sugar
Hospitals in Pernambuco and Alagoas; “The hospital
building as an instrument for healing”, proposed by
Luiz Amorim, Laura Alecrim and Carolina Brasileiro,
from the analysis of sanatoriums and leprosariums in
Pernambuco relates the medical prescriptions with the
organization of space, showing how architecture can
be an instrument of cure and the text of Maria Renil-
da Barreto and Christiane Souza, “Cultural Heritage of
Health in Bahia: 150 Years of History”, which presents
the study of health institutions based in Salvador fou-
nded between 1808 and 1958, through the analysis
of the architectural, historical and iconographic collec-
tion of the institutions.

The article “Raffaello Berti's contribution to the cultu-
ral heritage of health in Belo Horizonte” by Rita Mar-
ques, Anny Silveira and Claudia Martins, reports the
research on the Cultural Heritage of Health in Belo Ho-
rizonte, between 1897 and 1958, in which the name
of Raffaello Berti came to light, an Italian architect
settled in Brazil, who spread the monoblock vertical
model in the hospital buildings of the region.

In the article “Memory of Health Care in Belém-PA:

Architecture as a Document”, Cybelle Miranda shows
that, at first, health in Belém was carried out by ins-



titutions of portuguese origin, such as Mercy’s Holy
House, Third Order of Sao Francisco of Penitence Hos-
pital and Portuguese Beneficent Hospital. The volume-
tric structure of these institutions represents a land-
mark in the urban landscape of the city, as well as the
internal structure itself is a component of the memory
of the Para’s people (MIRANDA, 2010). Preserving the
theme, the article "Memories of concrete: health ar-
chitecture in Santa Catarina” by Ana Amora shows the
role of health buildings as a support of memory, as well
as the role of these buildings in the construction of the
city of Florianopolis.

The article “Juliano Moreira Colony: Uses, permanen-
cies and landscape” of Taind Reis shows the transfor-
mations that occurred in the Juliano Moreira Colony
due to the uses and permanencies in its three phases:
colonial farm, institution of psychiatric treatment and
scientific institution, allowing a counterpoint between
the therapeutic practices and the typology of isolation
colony influencing the landscape of Rio de Janeiro.

Renato Gama-Rosa proposes a comparative perspecti-
ve of the modern context in “Clinics Hospitals of Salva-
dor, Sao Paulo, Porto Alegre and Rio de Janeiro: archi-
tecture for health between two modernities”, relating
the spatial and aesthetic conceptions in force between
the 30s and 40s of the twentieth century and the inno-
vative proposals brought by Le Corbusier.

In 2013, the dossier Heritage in Health was published
in the Amazonica Journal of the Postgraduate Program
in Anthropology and Archeology of UFPA:

The idea of producing a dossier came from the participation
in the Brazil Network project: National Inventory of Cul-
tural Heritage of Health: built goods and collections, (...)
The proposal brings with it the perspective of knowing and
communicating the possibilities of this patrimony, existing
in each country, indicating the trails of the History of Health
and Disease, from the identification and inventory of buil-
dings and collections, in an attempt to preserve them since
they integrate, as a right, the memory of all citizens (BEL-

TRAO, MIRANDA, HENRIQUE , 2013, p: 1).

The Dossier brought together ten original articles, co-
vering themes that cross the knowledge of Architec-
ture, Anthropology, Museology and History, to which
Brazilian and Portuguese authors contributed, in which
historical narratives blend into contemporary themes,
as exemplified in the texts “The slaves of Mercy” by
Marcio Couto Henrique and “Art, Clinic, Science and
Heritage: a Collection of Moldings of a former Hospital
of Dermatology and Syphilis of Lisbon”, elaborated by
Cristina Bastos, Ana Delicado and Antonio Matos.



In IIT ENANPARQ (2014), the Symposium “Memory
and Preservation of the Cultural Patrimony of Health:
the luso-brazilian context” brought together resear-
chers who treat objects that bring relations between
Brazil and Portugal. In the studies on health architec-
ture in Belém, Miranda (2014), in her article “Health
itineraries in colonial and imperial Belém”, addresses
the displacements of welfare institutions in the city
between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
emphasizing the architectural features as signs that
Denote changes in the urban landscape of Belém, as
the author says:

From the intersection with the current physiognomy of the
sites and hospital buildings, it is possible to reveal the los-
ses / deletions so that, in the proposed itineraries, the city
dweller and the visitor can refer to the material vestiges of
the urban change trajectory (MIRANDA, 2014 , p: 2).

The article “"Domingos Freire Isolation Hospital” by
José Abreu Junior and Aristételes Miranda recons-
tructs the trajectory of the Domingos Freire isolation
hospital in Belém, whose primary function was the
treatment of patients with yellow fever and later the
treatment of tuberculosis. Built during the hygienist
period at the turn of the nineteenth century to the
twentieth century represents the health architecture
of the Amazon’s Belle Epoque. Becoming inadequate
to meet the new medical requirements, it was deac-
tivated and demolished in 1960, giving space to the
Joao de Barros Barreto Hospital.

Renato Gama-Rosa Costa deals with the “Hospital-Sa-
natorium of the Portuguese Colony of Brazil in Coim-
bra. Relations between Portugal and Brazil in the area
of health and cultural heritage”. Built in Coimbra with
the support of the Portuguese Beneficence of Rio de
Janeiro, this hospital was inaugurated in 1935 and is
in operation until today, but faces a constant threat
of closure due to discussions of new health policies in
Portugal.

The article “Fafe - a Portuguese city built by the ‘bra-
zilians of torna-viagem’” in the transition from the ni-
neteenth to the twentieth century by Daniel Bastos
shows the role of the emigrate portuguese persons
that returned to their birth place in the construction
of the Portuguese city of Fafe, located in the district of
Braga, Portugal. The transformations that occurred in
this city are due to the eighteenth-century emigration
that provided the construction of palatial homes and
public buildings, such as the Hospital of Sdo José. It
was inaugurated in 1863, administered by Fafe’ s Holy
House of Mercy, being built in the architectural molds



of Portuguese Beneficence Hospital of Rio de Janeiro,
in Brazil.

In the studies on health in Alagoas, the researchers
Monteiro and Andrade (2009; 2013) in their book “Pu-
blic health in Alagoas in Brazil Empire: Paths and Mis-
places”, established a panorama of living conditions
and public health in Alagoas by material conditions,
medical-scientific knowledge, the initiatives of the au-
thorities in relation to health care and compliance with
legislation and actions taken by the Emperor to pro-
tect the population.

In 2015, the Architect Cibelly Figueiredo presented
the dissertation “D. Luiz I Hospital of the Meritorious
Beneficent Portuguese Society of Pard as document /
monument”. This research presented the headquar-
ters building of D. Luiz I Hospital, built in 1877 as a
cultural, material and immaterial good and as a su-
pport for the memory and identity of the Portuguese
immigrants who came to Belém, Para. Approach and
data collection that provided the recognition of the
headquarters building as historical, architectural and
cultural heritage of the history of health in the North
of Brazil (FIGUEIREDO, 2015).

Thus, with the conclusion of the Inventory of Health
Heritage, there was continuity in the research on this
patrimony in its architectural aspect, of which we
highlight the publications resulting from the research
developed in the research group “Health and City: ar-
chitecture, urbanism and cultural heritage” carried out
by researchers from the Federal University of Para, in a
network between the disciplines Architecture, Anthro-
pology and History. The further development of the
research on the patrimony of health in the capital of
the state of Para made possible the aesthetic and sym-
bolic characterization of these buildings, in addition to
their functional importance. The discussion between
memory and forgetfulness is present in texts that deal
with physical degradation and loss of the aesthetic
characteristics, providing research on constructive and
decorative techniques that may favor the restoration
of the period characteristics of these buildings.

Humanization in health spaces:
user perception and design method

The discussion about hospitals and the humanization
of care architecture is complex and needs contextua-
lization, observing the historical process of iliness and
assistance of the populations. At present, the expec-
tations of a good health service are directed to the



technical quality and interaction between the teams
of professionals in the health, social and logistic su-
pport areas, the skills in the respective areas and the
technological potential of the hospital institution. Des-
pite the diversity of material and human resources,
the process of hospitalization historically and today
removes from the individual, as a patient, their prota-
gonism in the treatment process, the conviviality with
family members, autonomy and often their own iden-
tity, issues that mobilize researchers and professio-
nals in the search for effective changes in procedures
and spatialities.

In the article “The hospital and the historical process of
hospitalization”, Monteiro and Neder Filha (2003) ob-
serve that at any time the gesture of caring is accom-
panied by distinct, often ambiguous feelings of those
who rescue or are rescued and witness the rescue,
causing impressions about times and places, espe-
cially at the hospital where care is provided. The hos-
pitals own history, full of symbolism, whether through
stigma or experiences, interferes in the imaginary
and hospitalization process from its earliest days. The
authors mention the institutions organization for the
protection and treatment of slaves, fighters and sol-
diers, categories considered useful to society in Clas-
sical Antiquity; the institution of assistance of religious
character and later the laic one in the Middle Ages,
the paradigm shift with the hospital with a therapeutic
function, humanistic and scientific view, in the Modern
Era, becoming a technological paraphernalia complex
in the Contemporary Age. Just as today, each solu-
tion aimed at the possible reception giving form to the
assistance according to the visions of world and the
limit of the medical-scientific knowledge (MONTEIRO,
NEDER FILHA, 2003).

The papers presented in the session “Assistance archi-
tecture and health: discussing conceptions and prota-
gonists” offer an overview of this process of hospitaliza-
tion between the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, in
which the assistance architecture of each case mirrors
the conceptions of health and humanistic, holistic and
the pragmatism of the project operations at the servi-
ce of the users well-being and the socio-environmental
conditions.

Antonio Pedro Alves de Carvalho in the text “Meio
ambiente e estabelecimentos assistenciais de saude:
da segregacdao a humanizacao” (Environment and
health care establishments: from segregation to hu-
manization) makes a brief history of care architectu-
re, based on the Hippocratic rational assumptions, in



the Classical Era. It highlights the medieval hospitals,
built next to monasteries in the form of a church nave,
where the health cares were acts of faith and christian
resignation, isolation and preparation for death, and
the paradigm shift which occurred in the Modern Era
with the pavilion hospitals, consolidated the functio-
nalist and hygienist conception of healing by control-
ling the environment, mirroring new relationships and
organization of services and professionals.

This conception, which at the time introduced restric-
tions of patients by ward, separation by illness, spa-
cing between beds, air gap, distance between blocks
and hospital with the city, appropriating natural re-
sources (light, ventilation, gardens) such as architec-
ture resources as part of hygiene care and well-being
for health recovery, was taken up by the author on
another scale as necessary for the humanization of
health care in modern times.

Carvalho (2016) advocates the possibility of minimi-
zing negative effects on the environment and public
health, as opposed to the hospital-centered model
characterized by vertical monoblock, which results in
physically and financially unhealthy, unsanitary, un-
sustainable health complexes with negative effects on
the environment and the needs of its users. In his
analysis he prescribes the return to small and me-
dium-sized solutions, aiming at the proximity between
people and the use of natural resources, integration of
spaces with nature and healthier practices.

Ana Paula Vieceli, in “A casa e o cais: disjuncao da
arquitetura no encontro com os lugares da loucura”
(The house and the port: disjunction of architecture
in the encounter with the places of madness) analy-
zes the spatiality of a Psychosocial Attention Center
built after the Psychiatric Reform in view of its relation
with the space concept of the anti-asylum movement,
aiming through qualitative analyzes, to identify new
concepts and practices distinct from the exclusionary
models that preceded it. The Casa-CAIS, as it is kno-
wn, results from a residence adaptation built in 1951
in Porto Alegre.

According to the author, the house provides, in part,
the requirements for the spaces of madness adopted
after the anti-asylum reform, observing aspects of se-
gregation in the layout of indoor environments and
internal flows, the lack of more spaces of reception
and accessibility, also obligatory and not yet served.
For Vieceli (2016), the technical team interacts little



with the users, making it more like an observer, so the
impression is of the House as a place of learning and
shelter rather than reception.

She observed in the dynamics of the team a reflec-
tion of the hardness or containment of the spatiality
demonstrating that there is much to do for the huma-
nization of care and assistance architecture and that
despite the revolution or rupture of the way of concei-
ving the madness and its spaces, we are still in tran-
sition stage.

The text “O pioneirismo e a obra de Frei Eugénio Maria
de Génova em Uberaba e a construcao de uma cidade
mais salubre” (The pioneering and the work of Frei Eu-
génio Maria de Genoa in Uberaba and the construction
of a healthier city) by Andreia de Freitas Lopes and
Marilia Teixeira Vale presents the hygienic interven-
tions of Frei Eugénio and his works in Uberaba (MG), in
the context of healthy conditions and urban planning
of cities in the nineteenth century, reverberating the
decisions of the Court in Brazil, with its modernizing
and civilizing project. This protagonist, linked to the
Capuchin Order, played an important role as a colla-
tor for souls, buildings and territories, also acting in
the urban areas, with a pioneering spirit backed by his
training as an engineer.

The questions addressed by Lopes and Vale (2016)
regarding the influence of medical theories on archi-
tectural treaties and hygienist and police measures
for disease and patient’s restraint, and the control of
population and cities in the nineteenth century indi-
cate in a certain way the search for humanization of
relations, of public and private buildings, although by
cleaning and discipline. Actions such as the isolation of
patients and the distance from urban centers to areas
such as cemeteries, slaughterhouses, lazaretos and
hospitals are attempts to oppose material deprivation
and chaos.

Leila Lopes and Natalia Naoumova in “O uso da cor
como ferramenta de humanizagcdo de ambientes de
assisténcia a saude infantil sob a percepgao do usua-
rio: caso de estudo Pelotas, RS” (The use of color as a
humanization tool for child health care environments
under the perception of the user: case study Pelotas,
RS) present qualitative analysis related to the use of
color and its impact in child health care environments,
aiming at color planning in similar environments.

The question dealt with by Lopes and Naoumova
(2016) is detailed in the holistic view and concepts



of an integrative assistance, mainly by the incorpo-
ration of psychological and sensorial aspects to the
contemporary conceptions of health, which reverbera-
ted in the studies of the professionals, throughout the
XX and XXI centuries. The public target is the child,
for whom is planned an architecture with new spatial
conceptions, in order to prevent stress and others bad
sensations.

The article “Do hospital de Pronto Socorro do Recife
ao hospital da Restauragdo: o espaco hospitalar em
dois tempos” (From the Recife’s Emergency Hospital
to the Hospital of Restoration: the hospital space in
two times) proposed by Luiz Amorim and Cecilia Ri-
beiro describes the architectural conceptions of two
examples of the hospital architecture from Pernambu-
co: the Emergency Hospital of Recife and the Hospi-
tal of Restoration. Both buildings were planned in the
mid-twentieth century, adopting modernist references
that mirror the functionalist logic, such as hierarchical
principles of sectors and flows, where the emphasis is
the hospitalization anchored by ambulatory, diagnos-
tic and surgical services.

Amorim and Ribeiro (2016) detail the two spatial ar-
rangements looking for differences that reveal signi-
ficant changes in the principles of hospital planning,
considering the demand for projects oriented by the
search for efficiency and improvement of the hospital
architecture that occurred in Brazil in the 1950s and
1960s. In this decade, it was established the organi-
zation of a project practice from courses held in Sao
Paulo and the United States of America. The authors
also analyze the relationships of professional teams in
this process of project design.

In the same line of protagonism and temporality,
Franciely Daiane Massarenti de Almeida discusses the
modernist projective activity of the architect in the
text “Rino Levi e a arquitetura da saude: simbiose en-
tre arte e técnica” (Rino Levi and the architecture of
health: symbiosis between art and technique), em-
phasizing the formation in Italy as an integral archi-
tect and his performance as office operations coordi-
nator. In addition, the modus operandi in the design of
the projects, in which the program interacts with the
form and the architect seeks the integration with the
exterior and the environmental comfort with the use
of the natural resources. In his case studies, Almeida
(2016) presents a vertical hospital and a pavilion one,
emphasizing in the first case the functionalist logic
and the hierarchical and ordering principles following
the same reasoning presented by Amorim and Ribeiro



(2016) and the second, the holistic bias of spatial con-
ceptions with pavilion typology that allows the closest
relationship with nature and among people so valued
in Carvalho’ s analyzes (2016) and also addressed by
Vieceli (2016) and Lopes and Naoumova (2016).

Final Thoughts

Sanglard (2006) calls attention to the role of philan-
thropy in the hospital assistance process in Brazil. The
author emphasizes that, with the emergence of non
-religious brotherhoods in the late Middle Ages, these

have become, to some extent, ‘mediators’ and deposita-
ries of the Catholic philanthropy, situated between the phi-
lanthropist and the charity. On the latter, there was also
a change that would characterize and give it a mutualist
character, since hospitals are no longer open to all, but only
to members of a certain brotherhood or confraternity (SAN-
GLARD, 2006, p. 13).

Sandra Cavallo, quoted by the author, when analyzing
the Turim Hospitals from the sixteenth century onwards,
emphasizes that the dominant characteristic of charity
in the monarchical regime is aid and privilege, expres-
sed in rational calculations in which prestige, influence
and competition among the different social groups mo-
tivated the actions of support to the places of reception
of the patients.

Throughout the eighteenth century began the process
of medicalization of these spaces, whose purpose was
to make them machines to heal. In French society the
idea of knowledge progress, which should be exten-
ded to the other layers of society, generated a change
of habits that would allow a more orderly and saniti-
zed city. In the nineteenth century renewed forms of
beneficence appeared which the author calls ‘sophisti-
cated forms of charity’. Like this,

The ‘modernization’ of charity was accompanied by social
tension and political discussions, in which charitable and
/ or philanthropic actions are side by side with those that
have been implemented, even if timidly, by the State (SAN-
GLARD, 2006, p. 19).

The prolonged link between the Faculties of Medicine
and the Mercies in many Brazilian capitals, such as
the case of Rio de Janeiro, Porto Alegre, Salvador and
Belém, delayed the process of effective control of the
hospitals by doctors, which only happened effectively
in the 20s in the capital of the country, and was con-
solidated in the second half of the twentieth century
in many other cities.



The careful look for the past allows us to make the fra-
ming of architecture as a project and material culture,
object of several looks and experiences, in which the
performance of the designer has only recently been
consolidated, given the various social actors involved
and the meanings built historically for the terms cha-
rity, philanthropy and assistance.

Paying attention to the need to reflect about the hos-
pital as a receptacle of memory and the history of
the city, medicine, care and even Architecture, as an
object that teaches us about the ways of thinking and
living of past generations. Thinking of the hospital
project in line with the medical culture but also with
the local culture, adding traditional knowledge and
differentiated expectations, when we think of a cultu-
rally diverse country in which the climate, materials,
geographical and landscape morphologies cry out for
non-uniformity solutions.

We highlight the experience of the american Archi-
tect Charles Jenks in the book Architecture of Hope,
which addresses innovative Day-houses solutions to
cancer treatment in the UK, which originated from the
initiative of his wife Maggie, then diagnosed with the
disease.

Gathering a complexity of forms, the program for Maggie's
cancer caring Center aims at architecture as the constructor
of the metaphor of hope, a projection for the future. With a
realistic utopian sense, the program thinks the patient with
an incurable disease not as a terminal patient, but as a hu-
man being who aspires to live better (MIRANDA, 2016. s. p.).

Thus, this article brings together part of the trajectory
of health care architecture studies in Brazil, a poignhant
and recurrent theme in the daily life of the population,
and which still demands studies on the appropriate
design methods for the various social, economic and
cultural situations. From the texts that compose the
thematic session we coordinate, we can see the gui-
ding line of humanization, which points out the way
of the past to think about the present, in which the
revision of modern concepts of Architecture to adapt
to the needs of endowing the spaces of sensory at-
tributes such as hospitality, security, tranquility and
harmony.
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